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HL022
Harry Lieberman
Religious Man's Temptation,
1976, Acrylic on canvas,
20 x 16"

Harry Lieberman: 103 Years Young
April – June 10

S

ome time has passed since we devoted
the Gallery to a one-person show.
From April 15 – June 10 we will present
a collection of works by the legendary
artist Harry Lieberman.
Lieberman was born in 1880, in Gnieveshev,
Poland. The nephew of a Hassidic rabbi, he
prepared for the rabbinate, but forsook that
career and emigrated to the United States in
1906. First a clothing cutter, then a candy
manufacturer, he retired in his late 70s and
joined a Golden Age club in Great Neck, NY.
One day, when his chess partner failed to
arrive, he followed a suggestion to try the
painting class. Thus began his career as
artist, painting subjects related to his study

of the Talmud, the Gemera, the Cabala,
Hasidism, the Old Testament, and Hebrew
and Yiddish literature. Lieberman continued
painting for the rest of his long life.
Lieberman’s colorful palette and his use of
floating figures bring to mind the work of
Chagall, and seem to speak to their common
heritage.
Over the years, he produced a large body
of work; Lieberman’s paintings are in collections of the Seattle Museum of Art, the
Miami University Art Museum in Oxford
Ohio, the Hirshhorn Museum in Washington
DC, the American Folk Art Museum, and
in many important collections of Jewish
Continued on Page 2
1

Ames News

Es
t.
19
70

HL030
Harry Lieberman
Twenty Angels Surround
Bearded Man, nd,
oil on canvas, 20 x 16"

Continued from Page 1
ethnic and religious folk art, both public
and private.
There has been some confusion about
Lieberman’s age. It was not until Museum of
American Folk Art curator Stacy Hollander
researched his history that his birth certificate
was found. Although he had claimed to be
106, in actuality when he died in 1983 he
was just shy of 103 years old. There is a
wonderful portrait of him as he purports to
celebrate his 103rd birthday: “103 Years
Young,” by Light-Saraf Films (see below).
At the age of 97, Lieberman said, “I do feel
painting is my most important work. I don’t
believe there is a life Upstairs. The life I got
now is the heavenly reward because when I
die my paintings will be here and people
will enjoy.”
■
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On DVD

Visions of Paradise

F

At the Gallery

Deborah Barrett

D

eborah Barrett’s amazing drawings,
collages and small sculptures have been
part of our personal collection for a great
many years. They have consistently
drawn the attention of visitors who tour the
gallery. We have therefore decided to include
a selection of Deborah’s extraordinary works
in the gallery’s inventory to make them
available to this enthusiastic audience.
Her distinctive images utilize a wide variety
of materials: pencil, ink, fabric scraps, and
even stitching are worked over pages of old
journals, maps and photographs to produce
enigmatic, minimalist collaged portraits of
people and animals. Barrett’s sculptural
pieces, never more than a foot high, are
created from scrap: bits of wood, wire, metal
and seeds are transformed to human likenesses. They are whimsical, humorous and
exquisitely rendered.
■

ive half- hour films about American
folk artists by Academy Award winners
Allie Light and Irving Saraf have been
made available on a single DVD.

“These magical films of humor, tragedy and
wisdom celebrate the human obsession to
create in the face of adverse circumstances
and lack of formal schooling. Filmed in
California, New York, North Carolina and
the Nevada desert where the artists live
and work, the series captures moments of
creation and depicts events that shaped each
artist’s work.”
This is a compilation of five short documentary films on the work of various folk artists;
in this case Calvin and Ruby Black’s “Possum
Trot,” Grandma Prisbey’s bottle village,
Harry Lieberman celebrating his 103rd birthday, Minnie Evans, and the Monument of
Chief Rolling Thunder. Copies can be ordered
for $45 plus shipping, see their website:
www.lightsaraffilms.com.
■
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DEB05, Deborah Barrett, Untitled, 1996, collage & paint, 15.5 x 9.5"

April 26 – 29, 2007

The 12th Annual
Los Angeles Antiques Show
Preview: Wednesday, April 25
Barker Hangar
Santa Monica Air Center
Santa Monica, CA
An international roster of 65 dealers will
present their wares at this vetted show.
68/5307A, Game Wheel, c1930,Wood, 24" diameter

At the Gallery
April 15 – June 10, 2007

Harry Lieberman:
103 Years Young

Organized by The Antique Dealers
Association of California, the show is
managed by Caskey-Lees.
This year’s event is a benefit for
P.S.Arts — restoring the arts to public
education
For more information, visit
www.psartsantiques.com or
call 310-455-2886 or 310-586-2389

We hope you’ll take the opportunity to
enjoy the extraordinary work of this famed
elder artist (See page 1.)

Ames Gallery
2661 Cedar Street
(at La Loma)
Berkeley, CA 94708
The gallery is open by appointment and
chance. Our small staff is present most
weekdays from 10:30 am to 3:30 pm, and it
is easy to arrange an appointment for an
evening or a weekend.
A call ahead is always advised:
510-845-4949.

70B/02204, Large Tramp Art Box, 1880,Wood, 20 x 18.5 x 13.5"
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Calendar of Events

Out & About

Out & About

Sunday, June 10, 2007

Calendar of Events

California Country Show
April 27 – 30, 2007

Los Altos, CA

The Intuit Show of Folk
and Outsider Art

This bi-annual show rolls around again
in June. The casual indoor/outdoor set-up
provides plenty of space to explore with
the hopes of uncovering a great find.

Preview: Thursday, April 26
Merchandise Mart
Chicago, IL

For more information, visit
www.californiacountryshow.com

Remember the Dates:
September 15 – January 5, 2008

A.G. Rizzoli in Chicago!
Intuit Center for Intuitive
and Outsider Art
756 N. Milwaukee Avenue
Chicago Il
(See Rizzoli Update, page 5.)

AAM123, Alex Maldonado, Clown Museum, 1978, oil on canvas, 14 x 10"

While I am in LA, Karen will be in
Chicago at this greatly expanded event
which will focus more on our art than
antiques — although a wide selection from
our inventory will be available. There is a
host of art and antique events going on in
the Mart on this weekend.
For a complete list of events and activities
visit:www.artropolischicago.com
For more information, visit
www.art.org/intuitshow or
call 312-243-9088

4

AGR/S-04, AG Rizzoli, Mrs. Geo. Powleson Symbolically Portrayed/
The Mother/Tower of Jewels, 1935, ink on rag paper, 37 x 35"

Gallery Notes

AGR/P-38, The Place, 1943, ink on rag paper, 10 x 6"

AGR/P-36, A.G. Rizzoli, The Man, 1943, Ink on rag paper, 9 x 6"

AGR/P-37, The Job, 1943, ink on rag paper, 11 x 6"

Rizzoli Update

Visit the Ames Attic!

W

W

e’re looking forward to the fall, as Jo Farb Hernandez again
curates a show of the entire works of A.G. Rizzoli. We are
working with Intuit in Chicago, who will host the event, which
is the first comprehensive exhibition since the San Diego
Museum hosted the original show in 1997.

All of Rizzoli’s drawings and personal memorabilia will be on view.
Save the dates: September 14th – January 5th, and remember
there is a talk by Jo Hernandez planned for September 15th. Watch
our website for further updates, and check Intuit’s site www.art.org
for details.

e’ve opened the Ames Attic since
our last newsletter. It’s proving
to be very popular…take a look!
We’ve sold many items from the
Attic, and will continue to make
replacements, so keep checking for
new deals at www.amesgallery.com. ■

We’re also proud to announce that the prestigious ABCD
Collection Art Brut in France has recently acquired Rizzoli’s
“Abraham Zachariah” from the Gallery. They are assembling an
important international collection of Outsider Art (we are already
represented there by a Dwight Mackintosh and an Attilio
Crescenti), and the addition of this Rizzoli piece is quite exciting.
See more about ABCD at www.abcd-artbrut.org.
We’ll also keep you posted on the planned re-release of Pat
Ferrero’s film about Rizzoli, “Yield to Total Elation” on DVD. ■

51/2298,Two Birds Hooked Rug, nd, 19 x 30.5"
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Bonnie Grossman
2661 Cedar Street
Berkeley, CA 94708
Tel: 510-845-4949
Email: info@amesgallery.com
www.amesgallery.com
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t’s happened again! We’ve gotten totally off schedule
with our newsletter — but as we look forward to a busy
spring schedule, we’re hoping to get everything back
on track.

Gallery Notes

First let me thank all of you who sent kind wishes on our 50th
wedding anniversary. Your greetings were much appreciated.

6

Also looking back, in October the San Francisco Fall Antiques
Show celebrated its silver anniversary and paid tribute to Toby
Rose, who created this exciting event and made it the success it
has been. Both Toby and Executive Director Terry Grant plan
to step down, but this exemplary antiques show will continue
as a benefit for Enterprise for High School Students under the
guidance of Lisa Podos.
Two outstanding events are coming up in April (see Calendar,
pages 3 and 4): the Intuit Show in Chicago and the Los Angeles
Antiques Show. You’ll find me in L.A., and Karen in Chicago,
as the shows are on the same weekend of April 28 and 29.
Whether in Berkeley, or at any of the shows on our Calendar,
we are always delighted to see you.

72/05104
Tramp Art Clock Tower,
c1930,Wood, 32 x 13 x 12"

